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WWI Snapshot: Alonzo Lee Murrell, 1894-1955

BY NOoRMA ECKARD
AND AMY ECKARD
GuEsT CoLUMNISTS

Alonzo Lee Murrell was
born on June 20, 1894, in
Brunswick County, N.C.

While living in Navassa,
he was called to duty and
inducted into the U.S. Army
in Southport on April 2,
1918. PFC Murrell served
in the Medical Department,
serving overseas from Oct.
13, 1918, until June 10,
1919. He was honorably
discharged on June 27,
1919.

Murrell married Emma
E. Allen in Wilmington on
April 11, 1921. A son, Jack
Allen, was born in Wilm-
ington. In 1925 they relo-
cated to the Cumberland,
Md., area, where a daughter
was born.

His son, Jack Allen Mur-
rell, served in World War 11
and was reported missing
for six months, from Sept.
18, 1944, until March 16,
1945. Records indicate he
was a POW. The following
article describes his experi-
ence.

Lt. Jack Murrell reported to

be safe in England

Lt. Jack Allen Murrell,
pilot of a C-47 transport
plane, is free and back in
England, according to a
cablegram he sent his wife,
Mary Weakley Murrell of
42 Potomac St. in Ridgeley,
yesterday. He was reported
missing in Groesbeek, Hol-
land on Sept. 18, the day
his baby daughter was one
month old.

Serving overseas since
Feb. 14, 1944, Lt. Murrell
for seven months flew a
regular run from England to
France carrying paratroop-
ers. At the time he was
reported missing he was
towing gliders over Hol-
land.

The last word Mrs. Mur-
rell had from her husband
was Oct. 3; recently she
received a small note,
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she said, from an English
paratrooper, stating that he
hoped her husband would
reach his base some day
soon. On March 15, she re-
ceived a letter from an Eng-
lish pilot who wrote he had
been with Lt. Murrell eight
weeks having left him on
Feb. 10, when the English
pilot made his way back to
England. In concluding, he
wrote, Lt. Murrell should
be following any moment
now. Mrs. Murrell said she
had reason to believe her
husband and the English
pilot were assisted by the
underground in their escape
of the Nazis and their return
to England.

The son of Mr. and Mrs.
A.L. Murrell, Ridgeley,
Lt. Murrell entered the
service April 25, 1941,
and was commissioned
and received his wings at
Columbus, Miss., leaving

from Fort Benning, Ga., in
Feb. 1944 for England. He
was awarded the Air Medal
for his part in the D-Day
invasion.

(Source: Cumberland
News (Cumberland, MD),
17 March 1945, p14.)

Alonzo Lee Murrell
passed away suddenly at
work on March 18, 1955,
at age 60. He was laid to
rest in Oakdale Cemetery in
Wilmington. The following
obituary was published:

Alonzo L. Murrell, 60, of
Ridgeley, pipefitter for the
Western Railway Com-
pany at Maryland Junction,
died suddenly yesterday
afternoon while at work. A
native of Wilmington, N.C.,
he was a son of the late
John and Julia Murrell and
had resided in Ridgeley for
the past 30 years.

A veteran of World War I,
Mr. Murrell was a member

of the First Presbyterian
Church here. Surviving

are his wife, Mrs. Emma
Murrell; a daughter, Miss
Faye Murrell, Wilmington,
a son, Jack A. Murrell, city;
and a granddaughter, Mary
Elizabeth Murrell, city; two
sisters and two brothers,
Leland, N.C.

The body is at the Knight
Funeral Home where a
service will be conducted
today at 7:30 p.m. with
Rev. W. Randolph Keefe
Jr., pastor of Grace Baptist
Church, officiating. Tomor-
row the body will be taken
to Wilmington for burial in
the Oakdale Cemetery. The
family requests that flowers
be omitted.

(Source: Cumberland
News, Cumberland, MD, 19
March 1955, p 6.)

If you would like to help
us honor Alonzo Lee Mur-

Photos contributed

rell or another Brunswick
County WWI veteran, email
the Friends of Ft. Caswell
Rifle Range at ftcaswellri-
flerange@gmail.com or go
to caswellriflerange.com.

Donations continue to be
sent supporting the histori-
cal preservation of the 1918
World War I Fort Caswell
Rifle Range Memorial and
the book featuring all the
men and women that served
in the Great War from
Brunswick County. Send
donations to Friends of
Fort Caswell Rifle Range,

5 Foxfire Trace, Caswell
Beach, NC 28465.

On Saturday, April 4,
2020, at 11 a.m., another
roll call will be held beside
the 1918 rifle range in
Caswell Beach. The public
is welcome. Bring a folding
chair. Park in condo park-
ing lots.
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