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GUEST COLUMNISTS

At the Veterans Day Com-
memoration in November 
2019, special guests included 
the family of Robert Bollie 
Stanley, Brunswick County’s 
only known WWI POW. 
Pvt Stanley’s sacriice was 
recognized earlier in the year 
during the dedication of a 
military-style marker at his 
gravesite in Shallotte.

During the Roll Call, the 
Stanley family was surprised 
to hear their other grand-
father’s name recited: Pvt 
James Hill. This was not 
planned, but was a memo-
rable moment for everyone.

“Private James Hill was 
my father’s father who 
served in the war stateside. 
We heard his name on the 
last roll call,� said Deborah 
Bolin, granddaughter of Pvt. 
Robert Bollie Stanley and 
Pvt. James Hill.

Historic documents and 
details were quickly col-
lected and shared with the 
family. Deborah was able to 
locate a photograph of James 
Hill to include in this WWI 
Snapshot.

James Hill was born in 
July 1895 in Shallotte. He 
was ordered to report to 
duty on Aug. 22, 1918, and 
was sent to Camp Greene in 
Charlotte. In September, he 
began serving in the Sup-
ply Company of the 810th 
Pioneer Infantry, which had 
been formed that month 
in Camp Greene. After the 
Armistice, there was no need 
for overseas work. The 810th 
was demobilized in Decem-
ber. Pvt. Hill was honorably 
discharged on Dec. 17, 1918.

The following 13 WWI 
veterans from Brunswick 
County have been identi-
ied as serving in the 810th 
Pioneer Infantry at Camp 
Greene (there company is 
also provided): Pvt. Mo-
ses Bell, Company K; Pvt. 
Simon Benjamin, HQ; Pvt. 

Guy L. Brown, Company 
C; Pvt. Joseph Nathaniel 
Brown, Company K; Pvt. 
Mike Davis, Company C; 
Pvt. William Galloway, 
Company C; Pvt. Alfred Har-
dy, Company I; Pvt. George 
Hewette, Company I; Pvt. 
James Hill, Suppl Company; 
Pvt. Alex Jones, Company B; 
Cook Fred Parker, Company 
B; Pvt. John Moss Rutland, 
Company I; and Pvt. Napo-
leon Williams, Company I.

These names are also 
located on the WWI Army/
Marine Division Rosters 
webpage.

James Hill passed away 
on Jan. 11, 1969, at age 
73. He was laid to rest in 
Mulberry Cemetery in Shal-
lotte, joining his wife, Earler 
Hill (1905-1960). A military 
headstone was requested and 
placed there.

To view this or an earlier 
proile or snapshot at any 
time, go to caswellrilerange.
com and click on the vet-
eran’s name on the WWI 
Brunswick County Veteran 
list, which is also accessible 
by the blue button on the top 
right of the webpage.

If you would like to help 
us honor James Hill or 
another Brunswick County 
WWI veteran, email the 
Friends of Ft. Caswell 
Rile Range at ftcaswellri-
lerange@gmail.com or go to 
caswellrilerange.com.

Funds continue to be sent 
supporting the historical 

preservation of the 1918 
World War I Fort Caswell 
Rile Range Memorial and 
the book featuring all the 
men and women who served 
in the Great War from Bruns-
wick County. Send donations 
to Friends of Fort Caswell 
Rile Range, 5 Foxire Trace, 
Caswell Beach, NC 28465.
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